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Meath Archaeological and Historical Society Member’s Survey 2025

The Meath Archaeological and Historical Society (MAHS) extends sincere thanks to all members who
participated in our 2025 membership survey. The Society is dedicated to locating, preserving, and
sharing the archaeology, history, and cultural traditions of the ancient Kingdom of Meath, and your
insights play a valuable role in shaping how we continue that mission into the future. The feedback
gathered will help ensure that our activities, publications, and programmes remain relevant,
sustainable, and responsive to the needs and interests of our community of members. We are pleased
to present this report, which outlines the key findings of the survey and highlights how these insights
will help shape the Society’s work in the years ahead. Appendix 1 provides graphs that illustrate and
support the data presented in this report.

1. Membership information

The majority of MAHS members are based in Meath (72%) and its adjoining counties (21%), with a
small proportion of members based outside Ireland (6%). In terms of length of membership, 60% of
respondents have been a member of the MAHS for over ten years, and 13% have been members for
5-10 years. There has also been a growth in new members, with 27% of respondents having joined in
the past four years. The age profile of members is as follows: 18-34 (3.6%); 35-50 (6%); and 51-64
(20.5%). Almost 70% of members are in the 65+ age bracket, signalling a need to engage with young
people and a more diverse audience.

2. Member benefits

In terms of the value of membership, the Riocht na Midhe journal and other publications were
considered the most important benefit for the majority, followed by talks and lectures, the society’s
contribution to local heritage preservation, field trips and access to expertise on heritage and planning.

4. What are the benefits of membership most important to you? (Where 1 is Most important and 3 is
Least important)
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Attendance at events is mixed, with over 25% of respondents frequently attending events, 28%
occasionally attending, and almost half of respondents (46.3%) saying they rarely attend events.
Members feel positively about the Society’s value and reputation with over 97% stating they would
recommend the organisation to a friend and over 98% stating they would definitely or likely renew
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their membership. This shows the Society has strong goodwill among its current base and speaks to
the positive experiences members are having and the value placed on the work of the society.

3. Awareness and communication

Responses showed that 25% of members felt very familiar with the Society’s work, while 55% were
somewhat familiar and 20% were not familiar with it. This highlights both a solid core of engaged
members and an opportunity to make our work more visible to the wider membership and improve
communication and engagement. Members rated the Society’s communication highly, with 46% saying
it was excellent and 40% good. A further 14% rated it as fair, suggesting there is room to improve
communications to make information easier to find and follow.

The Society’s members overwhelmingly prefer direct, ‘pushed’ communication via email and post,
rather than having to go and seek information. Email (90%) is overwhelmingly dominant as the
preferred form of communication, with post (39%) also remaining popular. The website (33%) also acts
as a useful way for people to find information. Postal preferences reinforce that a portion of the
membership values analogue modes of communication and may not be digitally active or may simply
prefer tangible contact. There is low engagement with social media (14%) from current membership
and traditional media (10%) is marginal but not irrelevant. The low social media uptake does not
necessarily mean there is no appetite for this form of communication, rather, there may be younger
history and archaeology enthusiasts who are not aware of the society as they don’t encounter it on
the platforms where they spend time.

4. Volunteering and expertise

Just under half of respondents expressed a willingness to volunteer or contribute expertise to the
Society’s activities to ensure sustainability, particularly in areas of administration, financial
management, events and educational initiatives. We will follow up in 2026 with those who offered
assistance and left contact details as we look to expand our capacity to deliver for our members.

5. Future directions
5.1 Range of events and activities

Members expressed strong interest in talks, lectures, and excursions, with many highlighting the value
of both in-person and online formats. A recurring theme was the need for online or hybrid access, with
several respondents noting that travel, mobility, or distance prevented them from attending events
and that online talks, livestreams, or recorded lectures would enable greater participation. Suggestions
from respondents highlighted a strong interest in increased engagement through events, activities and
greater interaction with local societies, as well as organised excursions to archaeological excavations
in progress. Shorter excursions, such as walking tours of a local town or monument were also
suggested. Members also expressed enthusiasm for workshops and demonstrations, and for
opportunities to learn about the results of local excavations. Visits to historic homes and sites were
particularly popular, with examples such as Dunsany Castle, Headfort House, and Fourknocks noted.
In addition, respondents suggested they would like to hear about current developments in Meath, like
the new Creative hub in Navan.

5.2 Inclusive engagement
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Respondents emphasised the importance of engaging younger and diverse audiences through
education, creativity and participation. Suggestions included developing school-based initiatives such
as genealogical projects, local history assignments, transition year internships and competitions with
prizes for primary and secondary students. There was also support for outreach through visits to
schools, collaboration with history teachers and organising local heritage outings. Mentorship between
older and younger members was highlighted as a way to encourage new membership and sustain
interest in the Society. Respondents also suggested offering work experience opportunities,
particularly in areas such as publications and archives.

Creative and digital approaches were encouraged, including the use of interactive media (animation,
video, music, podcasts). There was also interest in expanding the scope of content to include more
contemporary and social history and care for the local environment. Finally, engaging with Ireland’s
diverse communities was identified as an important opportunity, with suggestions to explore
connections between Meath and the countries or regions of origin of newer communities, broadening
participation and enriching perspectives on local heritage. Such educational and community-based
approaches will be important for sustaining the Society into the future.

5.3 Safeguarding Meath’s Heritage: Identifying Risks and Future Priorities

Members highlighted a wide range of threats to Meath’s heritage, encompassing both built and natural
environments. Key concerns included the impact of housing and infrastructure development on
historic towns, villages, and rural landscapes; the vulnerability of protected structures, holy wells,
megalithic art, raths, high crosses, and other archaeological sites; and the loss of traditional
townscapes and countryside vistas. Several respondents noted the need for clearer signage, better
public access, and active recording of local memories and oral history. Environmental pressures,
including water pollution, climate change, and biodiversity loss, were also mentioned, alongside the
effects of new technologies and development on heritage areas. The word cloud shows the range of
built and natural heritage that were identified as priorities for the future.
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5.4 Strategic outlook: Future directions and actions for the society

Many respondents felt that the Society will need to take new directions over the next two to three
decades in order to remain relevant and sustainable. Respondents highlighted a strong need for clear
strategic direction over the coming decades. Key future priorities include building the Society’s
capacity, increasing its visibility and broadening its reach to new and more diverse audiences. This
includes engaging younger people, strengthening links with schools and universities and making the
Society and its journal more accessible to the general public and non-specialists. Respondents also
highlighted opportunities for collaboration with schools, universities, local authorities, and cultural
organisations, as well as ambitions such as a county museum or specialist research initiatives.
Responding to emerging issues such as climate change was also considered important, with
suggestions for a wider definition of the Society’s mission to include natural heritage. Many
respondents emphasised the importance of becoming more outward-facing, collaborative, and
digitally engaged, while continuing the Society’s existing strong work. To achieve these ambitions,
respondents identified several practical steps. These include:

e Developing a Strategic Plan with short-, medium-, and long-term goals to guide decisions
around activities, funding and volunteer resources.

e Improving communications through a stronger online presence, engaging content, use of
social media and development of a communications plan.

e Increasing outreach and community engagement through partnerships with schools,
community groups, research institutions and other cultural and heritage organisations.

e Securing sustainable funding and building organisational capacity.

Overall, members expressed optimism about the Society’s future while recognising that proactive
planning, broader outreach, accessibility and investment in capacity will be key to supporting its long-
term development. The Society will use these insights to guide programme planning, communications,
and membership engagement. Some of the suggestions align closely with initiatives already underway,
while others will require further consideration as the Society navigates available resources and
volunteer capacity. As always, the continuity and vitality of the Society depend on the ongoing
participation and support of its members. Once again, thank you to all who took part in the survey and
for your continued interest in the archaeology, history and heritage of Meath. We look forward to
building on this work together and to strengthening the Society for future generations.

Survey excerpts:
“I think people are generally very proud of Meath’s archaeological and historical heritage”.

“The publication Riocht na Midhe is great and the work behind its production needs to be
acknowledged and safeguarded”.

“MAHS has a wide remit, including archaeology, history, heritage, and environmental and does well to
keep them all going”.

“I thank the committee for their excellent work. You are one of the best historical/archaeological
societies in the country”,
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Appendix 1: Survey responses in graphic format

1. Where are you currently living?

Outside Ireland
6.0%

Adjoining counties (e.

21.7%

Co. Meath
72.3%
2. How long have you been a member of the Meath
Archaeological and Historical Society?
5-10vyears
13.1%
1-4 years
27.4% Over 10 years
59.5%
3. What is your age?
18-34
36% 51-64
35-50 205%
6.0%
76+
33T7%
65-75

36.1%
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5. How often do you attend Society events (e.g. Lectures,

Journal launch, AGM, excursions)?

@ Occasionally (a few events per year)
@ Freguently (most events)
" Rarely (once or twice a year)

6. Would you recommend our organization to someone you
know?

Mo
2.4%

Yes
97 6%

7. How likely are you to renew your membership?

Unlikely
2.4%
Likely
19.0%

Definitely
78.6%
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8. How familiar are you with the Society’s remit and the work of
its Council?

Very familiar
24 1%
Somewhat familiar
55 4%
Mot familiar
20 5%

9. How well do you think the Society communicates with its

members?
Good
303%
Excellent
46.4%
Fair
14 3%

10. What is your preferred way to receive updates and information from the Society?
84 responses

By post (annual letter) 33 (39.3%)

By email 76 (90.5%)
Saocial media (Facebook, X, etc) 12 (14.3%)
Traditional media (Local newsp...

MAHS website 28 (33.3%)
There are many online tools av...

Have rooted objection to social...



